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Montgomery Co. ATC  FBLA Recognized with Top Honors  

at FBLA National Leadership Conference in Nashville 
 

More than 10,000 of America’s best and brightest youth traveled to the historic city of Nashville to make some history 

of their own as they showcased their talents as future business leaders and vied for the opportunity to win over $165,000 

in cash awards. 

Future Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta Lambda (FBLA-PBL), the largest and oldest student business 

organization, held its National Leadership Conference in Nashville on June 29–July 2. Participants from across the 

United States and two countries were in attendance for this exciting conference to sharpen their core business skills, 

expand their networks, and participate in more than 60 business and business-related competitive events.  Montgomery 

Co. ATC had four teams that competed nationally including American Enterprise – Logan Donathan and Sydney 

Greene, Business Ethics – Tara Bailey and Gracie Johnson, Business Presentation – Cole Huff and Kayla Preece, 

Emerging Business Issues – Chris Charles and Logan Greene, and one individual event Electronic Career Portfolio – 

Heather Smith.   

 

 
Heather Smith from Montgomery Co. ATC in Mt. Sterling received national recognition at the FBLA Awards of 

Excellence on July 2.  Smith competed in Electronic Career Portfolio and brought home 2nd place out of approximately 

75 students.   Only the top 12 advanced onto final competition.  An electronic career portfolio is a purposeful collection 

of work that tells the story of an applicant including achievements, growth, vision, reflection, skills, experience, 

education, training, and career goals.  It is a tool that gives employers a complete picture of who you are—your 

experience, your education, your accomplishments—and what you have the potential to become—much more than just 

a letter of application and resume can provide.  “Heather went above and beyond and made a website compatible with 



all internet connected devices.  She worked super hard on her portfolio and deserves the win!” said Angela Barker, 

FBLA Adviser. 

 
Tara Bailey and Gracie Johnson also from Montgomery Co. ATC in Mt. Sterling received national recognition at the 

FBLA Awards of Excellence on July 2. Bailey and Johnson competed in Business Ethics and brought home 9th place 

out of 125 teams. Only the top 15 teams advanced onto finals.  This team event recognizes FBLA members who 

demonstrate the ability to present solutions to ethical situations encountered in the business world and the workplace.   

“Gracie is a freshman and Tara is a sophomore, and for them to place in the top ten in the nation out of 125 teams is 

simply put Awesome!  They worked hard on their speeches and knowledge of copyright and fair use and I can’t wait to 

see how they compete next year! ” said Angela Barker, FBLA Adviser.  

                       

The award was part of a comprehensive national competitive events program sponsored by FBLA-PBL that recognizes 

and rewards excellence in a broad range of business and career-related areas. For many students, the competitive events 

are the capstone activity of their academic careers. In addition to the competitions, students immersed themselves in 

educational workshops, visited an information-packed exhibit hall, and attended motivational keynotes on a broad range 

of business topics.  The students stayed at the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center and were able to visit 

many of the historic places in Nashville, such as the Country Music Hall of Fame, Ryman Auditorium, several famous 

country music artist homes and the Grand Ole Opry. 

 
Pictured from left to right:   



Back row:  Ashylyn Robertson, Sydney Greene, Adviser Angela Barker, Kayla Preece, Logan Donathan, Cole Huff, 

Chris Charles, Logan Greene, Ajahnea Harris, Mackenzie Wilson, Heather Smith  

Front Row:  Molly Barker, Tara Bailey, Gracie Johnson 

 

About FBLA-PBL, Inc. 

Future Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta Lambda, Inc. is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) education association with a quarter 

million members and advisers in over 6,500 active middle school, high school, and college chapters worldwide. Its 

mission is to bring business and education together in a positive working relationship through innovative leadership and 

career development programs. The association is headquartered in Reston, Virginia, just outside Washington, DC. For 

more information, visit www.fbla-pbl.org or montgomerycountyfbla.com 

 

http://www.fbla-pbl.org/

